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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 




Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan 
"The Right to Information, The Right to Live" 



IS 15254 (2002) : Securities - Numbering of Certificates 
[MSD 7: Banking and Financial services] 




Jawaharlal Nehru 
'Step Out From the Old to the New' 
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Satyanarayan Gangaram Pitroda 
Invent a New India Using Knowledge 



Bhartrhari — Nitisatakam 
"Knowledge is such a treasure which cannot be stolen" 
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NATIONAL FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard which is identical with ISO 9019 : 1995 'Securities — Numbering of certificates' 
issued by the International Organization for Standardization ( ISO ) was adopted by the Bureau of 
Indian Standards on the recommendation of the Banking and Financial Services Sectional Committee 
and approval of the Management and Systems Division Council. 

The text of the International Standard has been approved as suitable for publication as an Indian 
Standard without deviations. Certain conventions are, however, not identical to those used in Indian 
Standards. Attention is particularly drawn to the following: 

Wherever the words 'International Standard' appear referring to this standard, they should be read 
as 'Indian Standard'. 
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Introduction 

The securities industry's need to systematize the handling and processing 
of securities worldwide, has led to the development of a standardized 
method for the numbering of securities certificates to be issued in the 
future. Such a method is provided by this International Standard. 
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Indian Standard 
SECURITIES — NUMBERING OF CERTIFICATES 



1 Scope 

This International Standard establishes rules for the 
numbering of security certificates. It also addresses 
the application of the series designation, where 
applicable. 

This International Standard is applicable to all types of 
securities in bearer or registered form, regardless of 
issuer or country of issuance. 



2 Definitions 

For the purposes of this International Standard, the 
following definitions apply. 

2.1 certificate number: A number that identifies 
one specific document of any security issue. 

NOTE 1 This definition includes transferable or negotiable 
receipts representing underlying securities. 

2.2 series designation: A designation that differ- 
entiates portions of the same issue (for example for 
redemption drawing purposes). 



3 General rules for the numbering of 
certificates 

3.1 Each certificate shall be identified by one unique 
certificate number, ever; if it represents underlying 
securities. 

3.2 The Arabic digits to 9 and/or the Roman capital 
letters A to Z shall be considered acceptable in 
structuring the certificate number. Where letters are 
used, it is recommended to avoid I, and Q, owing to 
possible misinterpretation. 



3.3 The certificate number shall be clearly ident- 
ifiable and legible. In particular, letters and digits shall 
be indicated in a manner which does not allow con- 
fusion between letters and digits of similar ap- 
pearance. 

For example, the letters "I", "O", "Q", "S" and "Z" 
shall be clearly identifiable as such to avoid possible 
interpretation as the digits "1", "0", "0", "5" and "2" 
respectively. 

Where the coupon sheet or other attachment carries 
the certificate number of the certificate to which it is 
attached, the certificate number shall be indicated 
thereon in its entirety. 

3.4 Certificate numbers shall not contain blank 
characters or any other separators (for an exception to 
this rule, see 3.8). 

3.5 For certificates of bearer securities, the number 
of characters shall not exceed eight; for certificates of 
registered securities, the number of characters shall 
not exceed twelve. The limitation of eight characters 
for bearer securities does not apply if, and to the 
extent that, the number of certificates of an issue or 
of a series thereof in circulation exceeds or is ex- 
pected to exceed 90 million. 

3.6 Certificate numbers shall not be repeated within 
the same series of an issue or within an issue without 
series. 

3.7 Any designation which does not differentiate 
portions of the same issue, but differentiates different 
issues, shall not be placed in close proximity to the 
certificate number, nor in the area likely to be used to 
optically scan the certificate number. 

3.8 The series designation, if applicable (see 2.2), 
shall precede and be in close proximity to the cer- 
tificate number. A full stop (.) or one blank character 
shall separate the series designation from the certifi- 
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cate number, and shall in this manner be clearly ident- 
hiable as a series designation so as not to be 
interpreted as a "Litera". 

NOTE 2 Future International Standards dealing with the 
optical character recognition of securities in general or of 
certificate numbers in particular, may specify separation of 
series designation and certificate numbers differently. 

3.9 The series designation shall not exceed four 
characters; it is not included in the limitation of 
characters as specified in 3.5. 

3.10 The series designation shall have the same 
characteristics as defined in 3.2 and 3.3. 



4 The letter F ("Litera F") is part of the certificate number. 

5 Subclause 3.5 specifies a maximum, but not a minimum 
length. Consequently, it is at the discretion of the issuer to 
bring the length of the number to eight characters using 
zeros. 



4.2 Bonds divided into series for redemption 
to be drawn by lot 

10 % European Investment Bank Bonds due 1987/95, 
1 bond with a denomination of USD 1 000, bond 
Series A, No. 157 232: 

Certificate number in accordance with this Inter- 
national Standard: A 157232 or A. 157232. 



4 Examples 

4.1 Shares with series and "Litera" 
designations 

Martin Miller Corp. share series C of USD 1. 
resenting 100 shares Lit F No. 000358: 



rep- 



Certificate number in accordance with this Inter- 
national Standard: F000358. 

NOTES 

3 "Series C" is part of the designation of the issue and the 
series has a distinct securities identification number. 



NOTE 6 See note 3 to 4.1. 



4.3 Share certificates representing more 
than one underlying share 

1 Anteral AG global certificate of 2 000 shares at 
50,00 Deutsche Mark: 

No. 4650001 —4652000 

In order to conform with this International Standard, 
the certificate shall bear one certificate number, for 
example 123456 or 0123456 or 00123456. The 
numbers of the underlying shares, namely 4560001 — 
4652000, may be mentioned, but only in the text. 
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Bureau of Indian Standards 

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 to promote 
harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and 
attending to connected matters in the country. 

Copyright 

BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in any form without 
the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the 
standard, of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. Enquiries relating to 
copyright be addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS. 

Review of Indian Standards 

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards are also reviewed 
periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates that no changes are 
needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for revision. Users of Indian Standards 
should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or edition by referring to the latest issue 
of 'BIS Catalogue' and 'Standards : Monthly Additions'. 

This Indian Standard has been developed from Doc : No. MSD 7 ( 261 ). 

Amendments Issued Since Publication 
Amend No. Date of Issue Text Affected 
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